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ABSTRACT:

The U.S. Hispanic population is exploding, and is now the largest ethnic minority in the U.S. This shift in demographics is a permanent one and brings many changes to our society and our schools. Hispanic students face unique challenges compared to other students, including the expectation of speaking two languages and being bicultural as well as bilingual. Values differ in Anglo and Hispanic culture as well, and often students are torn between what is expected of them at school and what is expected of them at home.   
Educators also face unique challenges:  from strained resources to bilingual education to getting parents involved in their child’s education, today’s educators are consistently asked to do more with less, and to learn how to connect with both the student and parents. And Hispanics are not “one size fits all” – there are significant differences in values and behavior that coincide with varying levels of acculturation. It is imperative to understand Hispanic values in order to understand the barriers that keep Hispanic parents from becoming involved in the children’s school activities.

This presentation will focus on how you can best reach the Hispanic family in your schools by understanding the varying levels of acculturation, the values associated with each, and how to help each student realize their full potential in our multicultural world.
KEY POINTS:

· Learn the Four Latino Mindsets and how each views and prioritizes education.
· Learn the core values of Latino culture and how understanding these values will help you connect with your students’ parents in a meaningful way.
· Learn the 360° perspective:  how bilingual ESL teachers view issues, how Hispanic students view issues and how Hispanic parents view issues.  Only by taking all three valid perspectives into consideration will you have a thorough understanding of how to break down barriers to involve Hispanic families with your students’ educations.

· Learn the issues that educators face the U.S., how some are tackling their obstacles with creative problem-solving and the results and learning that are shaping their relationships with their students.
